
TAKE ACTION! Give now at 
www.SeminarianSupport.org 

100% OF DONATIONS GO TO SEMINARIANS 

WE HAVE A SERIOUS & GROWING SHORTAGE OF PRIESTS IN THE USA.  
YOU can help change that—and bring the Eucharist and Sacraments to tens of 

thousands—saving SOULS! Fund a seminarian in NEED of tuition.  
These men will ONLY become priests by YOUR donations. >>>>> 

Deliver the Sacraments. Save souls. Fund a needy seminarian to the priesthood. 
 
 

 

PENTECOST 

2017 

 
 
 

Friars 

2021 Mail Donations to Worldwide Seminarian Support, 429 E. Dupont Rd. #143, Fort Wayne, Indiana 46825. Securely make  
electronic tax deductible donations at our website: www.SeminarianSupport.org—For inquiries call us at: (260) 415-3458 

Latest updates @ 

For many years, benefactors of Worldwide Seminarian Support (WSS) 
helped fund the educational and living expenses of the Franciscan Friars 
Minor, later named the Poor Brothers of St. Francis. These brothers 
arrived in Indiana shortly after Bishop Kevin Rhoades was  appointed 
to lead the Diocese of Fort Wayne-South Bend (FWSB) in 2010, only a 
few months after he established them as a religious association in the 
Diocese of Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. Led by founder Fr. David Mary 
Engo of Our Lady of Sorrows, the friars quickly became well-known 
throughout Fort Wayne and beyond. Their iconic brown wool habits, 
lengthy beards, shaved heads, joyful enthusiasm, prayerful spirit, and 
most notably their bare feet, made these men an unusual but often 
appreciated new presence in the diocese. Consistently seen at diocesan 
Masses, men’s conferences, and the annual March for Life, the friars 
frequent exposure helped them grow rapidly in number. Having 
started with only seven men in 2010, the community soon came to 
amass over 50 brothers by 2016 (including those who were in the 
initial stages of formation). Throughout these years, many generous 
men and women helped to financially support the friars as they 
attended seminary, traveled on foreign and domestic mission trips, 
opened new friaries, and led many retreats for young people, and 
distributed thousands of Miraculous Medals.  

Who were these Friars? 

http://www.SeminarianSupport.org
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So, what happened? 

It is well known that the original barefoot friar, St. Francis of Assisi, attracted large numbers of followers in his own 
day, due to his great joy for the Gospel, which he expressed in diverse ways. However, as anyone who has studied 
Franciscan history can attest, with an increase of new friars there also usually comes widely differing opinions for 
how the community should proceed into the future. For the Franciscan Friar Minor, regarding major issues, 
including the strictness of their poverty, freedom in vocational discernment, how to truly live the vow of obedience, 
and more, there arose a growing awareness that members of the community were not all in unison. Several friars 
began to raise objections about the direction of the order and requested to have further discussions in hopes of 
achieving a resolution. In 2017, after a series of extensive meetings among the leadership, Fr. David Mary was asked 
to take a leave of absence by Bishop Rhoades. This later became a permanent separation. In his place, a council of 
friars were appointed to make interim decisions guiding the future of the order. Bishop Rhoades and his staff then 
met with many of the remaining friars to discern whether they still felt called to remain with the community. A 
significant number chose to take their own leaves of absence to find new clarity and direction. At the same time, the 
new leaders found the challenge of attaining a common identity among the brothers continuing to prove difficult. 
After more deliberations, they eventually announced in 2020 that the order would be disbanded and suppressed by 
Bishop Rhoades. However, while this endeavor did not maintain the lasting presence that was initially hoped for, 
there were and continue to be many positive aspects from the existence of this brotherhood. The benefactors of WSS 
have contributed to the spreading of more graces than they may have realized! 

What sort of graces? 

The men who joined these friars did so because they saw a unique opportunity to follow Christ radically, to walk 
alongside one another as brothers, to bring the love of God to those in darkness, and to grow in personal holiness. 
Having spent countless hours before Our Lord in the Most Blessed Sacrament, immersed in Sacred Scripture, 
praying an abundance of rosaries, and witnessing the actions of divine providence very directly, these men came to a 
greater awareness of being beloved sons of the Heavenly Father. This is a truly remarkable blessing, one that is also 
necessary for healthy identity and mission. Given the wounds that are inflicted by the sinfulness of society and can 
even come from within family life, many men grow up without a true sense of what it means to live sacrificially, love 
heroically, or trust in God wholeheartedly as a true Father. However, what these men experienced with the friars 
helped propel and prepare them to embrace their vocations with maturity, fidelity, and ambition for Heaven – to 
become saints!  
 
One former friar shared that “Even though I grew up in a Catholic family and attended good schools, I was still 
struggling with major sins and personal deficiencies that I couldn’t overcome on my own. Being a friar forced me to 
become disciplined in my spiritual life, it showed me both my brokenness and that I was beloved, led me towards 
growth in humility, and reliance on God’s providence more than I ever knew. Looking back, I realize how much I 
needed this experience to understand authentic love, brotherhood, sonship, and God’s mercy. I am deeply 
grateful for this time because it has made me more of who I am – and who I want to be – than any other experience I 
have yet had. And I know some of the other guys feel similarly too.”  
 
For several of those who lived as Franciscan Friars, the next step on their vocational path was towards diocesan 
seminary. Others have chosen to re-enter religious life elsewhere. Some have found their vocation as husbands and 
fathers, as they seek to lead strong holy families. For all of these men, the opportunity to have lived as friars, 
study philosophy and theology, live among the poor, evangelize near and far, grow in self-knowledge, and spend 
hours before the Blessed Sacrament have born fruit in a multitude of ways. These experiences will benefit them 
regardless of where life takes them. Those whom the friars ministered to have also been deeply enriched and are 
grateful to have encountered the Merciful Love of God in such tangible ways.  

WSS continues to financially support some of these former friars who are in formation for priestly ministry. 
Thank you for your generosity in making this support of our future priests possible! 

http://www.SeminarianSupport.org


A big thank you to Fort Wayne, Indiana Worthy Knights Bernie Konger and Kent Whiting at Offset 1 Printing 
Services for donating the printing of this newsletter! Please utilize them! (260) 456-8828 - www.Offset1.com Mr. John Baumann 
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In Antwerp, Belgium, in the year of Our Lord’s reign 1657 an Augustinian nun 
named Sr. Elizabeth fell ill. After three years with her sickness, the doctors 
treating her gave up on seeking a cure and told her she would soon die. Her 
devotion to Saint Joseph led her to seek his intercession in particular, so she called 
her Sisters to herself and asked them to make a cord, have it blessed in Saint 
Joseph’s name, and afterwards she put it around her waist. 
 

Days later, while praying before his statue, her pains ceased and her doctors 
agreed that her sudden recovery was due to a miraculous occurrence. Following 
these events, the devotion to Saint Joseph in the form of wearing a cincture spread 
to the Church at large, and by the time of Pope Pius IX  its wearing had become 
connected to the chaste purity of the foster-father of Our Lord.  
 

The cord itself  is simply made of cotton or some similar thread and has seven 
knots, representing the seven sorrows and joys of Saint Joseph: 
 

1. His doubt followed by the message from the Angel 
2. The poverty of Our Lord’s birth along with the joy of the Nativity 
3. Our Lord’s Circumcision and his Holy Name 
4. The double edged prophecy of Simeon 
5. The flight into Egypt and the overthrowing of idols 
6. The return from Egypt and his life with Jesus & Mary 
7. The loss of the Christ Child and his being found in the Temple 
 
Pope Pius IX attached indulgences to the wearing of 
the cord and today there are four special graces 
associated with the wearing of this cincture: 
1. Saint Joseph’s special protection 
2. The Grace of Chastity 
3. Final Perseverance  
4. Saint Joseph’s help at the hour of death 
 
 

After being knotted, the cord should be blessed by                                  
a priest in order to receive the attached indulgences. 

 
 

 
St. Joseph, in this age of depravity, and during this year entrusted to your protection, 
pray for us, that we might share in your purity and be kept safe from all attacks of the enemy! 

Saint Joseph  
Most Chaste Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

Prayer to Saint Joseph for 
Purity 

 

St. Joseph, father and guardian of     
virgins, to whose faithful keeping 
Christ Jesus, innocence itself, and 

Mary, the virgin of virgins was 
entrusted, I pray and beseech you by 

that twofold and most precious charge, 
by Jesus and Mary, to save me from all 

uncleanness, to keep my mind 
untainted, my heart pure, and my body 
chaste; and to help me always to serve 

Jesus and Mary in perfect chastity.  

Mr. Christopher Lushis and Miss Lindsay  
Klinker at their Rite of Betrothal 

Left to Right: Mr. Robert Becker, Mr. Ryan 
Timossi, and Mr. Nicholas Riente 

(Br. Benedict Maria) 

Br. Paschal-David Greene, OSB  

Mr. LeeAllen Fortin 

Mr. Oscar Duarte 
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• Fr. David Mary Engo serves as the Administrator of Saint 
James Parish in South Grafton, Massachusetts. 

 

• Br. Pachomius Hamor (Br. Fidelis Maria), Br. Paschal 
David Green (Br. Paschal), and Br. Michael Ferman (Br. 
Mark) are Benedictine Monks at St. Martin’s Abbey in Lacey, 
Washington.  Br. Michael is in his second year of temporary 
vows, Br. Paschal Davis is in his first year of temporary vows, 
and Br. Pachomius is a novice, preparing to profess temporary vows on July 11, 2021. 

 

• Fr. José Arroyo joined the diocese of Fort Wayne-South Bend and was ordained to the Sacred 
Priesthood of Jesus Christ on June 1, 2019. He is currently the Parochial Vicar of St. John the 
Evangelist in Goshen, Indiana. 

 

• Deacon Paolo Degasperi (Br. Felice Maria) is a seminarian for the Fort Wayne-South Bend 
Diocese and was ordained to the transitional diaconate on June 6, 2020. His ordination to the 
priesthood is scheduled for June 5, 2021. 

 

• John Baumann (Br. Capistran Maria) is a seminarian for the diocese of Covington, Kentucky, 
studying at St. Vincent’s Seminary in Latrobe, Pennsylvania and is scheduled to be ordained a 
transitional deacon on March 27, 2021. 

 

• LeeAllen Fortin (Br. Joseph Maria) and Ryan Timossi (Br. Alphonsus Mary) are seminarians for 
the Diocese of Fort Wayne-South Bend, studying at the Athenaeum of Ohio in Cincinnati. LeeAllen 
is expected to be ordained to the transitional diaconate later this year, date TBA. 

 

• Oscar Duarte (Br. Jacinto Maria) is a seminarian for the Diocese of Fort Wayne-South Bend 
studying at Mount St. Mary’s Seminary in Emmitsburg, Maryland. 

 

• Robert Becker (Br. Mariano Maria) is a first-year seminarian at Our Lady of Guadalupe in 
Denton, Nebraska, the international seminary for English-speaking candidates of the Priestly Society 
of St. Peter (FSSP). 

 

• Jose Lara (Br. Crispin Maria) is a Carmelite Oblate living in Puerto Rico and working as the 
Administrative Assistant to the Auxiliary Bishop of San Juan, Alberto Figeroa.  

 

Other former friars have professed vows in the Sacrament of Holy Matrimony, hoping 
with God’s grace to lead their spouse and children to Heaven:  

• Ryan Bauer (Br. Scotus Maria) and Danielle Fuchs were married on June 29, 2019 and joyfully 
welcomed the birth of a son, James Maria, on May 31, 2020 (Pentecost Sunday) who was baptized 
on July 19. Ryan and Danielle both work for St. Martin’s Academy, a Catholic boarding school for 
boys in Fort Scott, Kansas, that combines classical academics with a practical work program on a 
sustainable farm.   

 

• Daniel McAllister (Br. Jeremiah Maria) and Hannah Houle were married on May 23, 2020 and 
are expecting the arrival of their first child this March. Dan works as Pastoral Associate for RCIA and 
Adult Catechesis and Evangelization at St. Brendan the Navigator Catholic Church in Hilliard, Ohio.  

 

• Stephen Storey (Br. Maximilian Maria) and Raquel Faulk were married on August 15, 2020. 
Stephen works on a sustainable farm in South Bend, Indiana and is preparing to begin an urban farm 
near St. Matthew’s co-Cathedral.  

 

• Shannon Bougher (Br. Francis Mary) and Kay-Marie Nugent were married in Fort Wayne on 
August 22, 2020. 

 

• Parker Zurbach (Br. Rufino Maria) and Maria Till were married in Warsaw, Indiana on January 9, 
2021.  

 

• Christopher Lushis (Br. Faustino Maria) and Lindsay Klinker are preparing for their wedding on 
July 3, 2021 in Fort Wayne. Chris and Lindsay declared their intention to get married in a 
Traditional Catholic Rite of Betrothal on February 11.  

Where are these men now? 

Fr. José Arroyo 

Br. Michael Ferman, OSB with 
former Abbot Neal Roth, OSB 

Br. Pachomius Hamor, OSB 

Deacon Paolo Degasperi 

Mr. & Mrs. Ryan Bauer and their son James 
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